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Message from the Board of Trustees 

It’s an understatement to say that 2014 was a memorable year for the Library.   

It was our Centennial year and the whole community came together to help us celebrate.  The 
celebration kicked off in March when Lowry Olafson and friends sang “Stories to Tell”, 
our 100th Birthday song which Lowry created.  People came dressed as their favourite author or 
fictional character and mingled with Driftwood Storytime players in period costume.  There was 

cake, a giant crossword, and a puppet show featuring Sandy Buck & Matthew Lovegrove. 

The celebration continued at the Sea Cavalcade, and into October when the CBC came to the 
Library for a live, Province-wide broadcast of BC Almanac.   The grand finale in November 
featured a free concert by the Rakish Angles and the announcement of our “Library of the 

Future” short story winners. 

It was all thanks to the great work of our Centennial Committee led by Janet Genders along with 
Tracey Therrien, our Library Director, Heather Evans-Cullen, our Outreach Coordinator and 

Trustees Maria Giltrow, Marci Beacham Fuller and Sheila Carlson.   

Thank you all for making the centennial such a great community celebration and for spreading 

the word about our great little Library all across the Province. 

Raising awareness of the Library as a community learning place was a primary goal in our 

Strategic Plan and we’re proud of the success we’ve achieved. 

In 2014, we had over 84,000 individual visits to the Library, whether to celebrate, participate in 
one of the many children’s programs, attend a learning workshop, to get one-on-one help with 
an eBook, use the free WiFi or engage in a conversation in Spanish or Japanese.  Some even 

came to borrow a book. 

More people were able to access our services and programs last year following the introduction 
of our Low Barrier library card and we’re working to make the Library even more accessible in 

2015. 

However, the number of visits last year also highlighted the fact that the Library has significantly 
outgrown the available space in the building, and the need to optimize how it’s used.  To that 
end, the Library commissioned a reconfiguration report which looked at opportunities to use our 

building space more effectively for the growing needs of the community. 

The consultant’s final report was presented in January, and the Board has struck a 
Reconfiguration Committee to work with our staff, partners and stakeholders to develop a 
feasibility study to finalize costs and develop an implementation plan.  Work has already started 
on those elements of the plan that have little or no cost impact, such as the aggressive weeding 

of old books from shelves. 

As we go forward, we appreciate the ongoing support of our stakeholders and partners, the 

SCRD, the Town of Gibsons and the Library Foundation. 

This is also an opportunity to thank Kim Wilkinson who resigned from the Board in 2014, and all 
the members of the Board who commit much time and energy to continually make the Library 

better. 

Finally, thank you to our Library Director, Tracey, and her great staff who make the Library the 

most welcoming place in our community.  



Message from the Library Director 

The highlight of 2014 was the Library’s centenary;  a year full of special 
events helped commemorate this milestone. Celebrations included the 
composition of our Library song, hosting CBC Radio’s BC Almanac Show 
and a Crime Writer’s Forum. In addition, we held concerts with local 
musicians, along with special puppet performances and visitors came 
together to complete giant crosswords.   

A timeline was created to remind us of our 
humble beginnings and trace the route of 
our evolution to our current home and 
displaying the ever increasing services 
offered at the Library. Thinking about these 
events now remind me of the time and 
effort put in by volunteers, the Library 
board and staff to make it a successful 
year. Members of the 1914 Howe Sound 
Women’s Institute, organizers of our first 
library (a wooden box!) would be proud.  

 

 

2014 also saw a changeover in staff. 
Heather Evans-Cullen took on the role of our Community Outreach 
Coordinator and Danielle Arsenault replaced Heather as our Young 
Person’s Librarian. Both continue to develop and implement programmes 
with a focus not only on entertainment but education; promoting the Library 
as a Community Learning Place, a goal identified in our Strategic Plan. This 
focus not only provides opportunities for our members to gain new skills but 
also encourages an exchange of ideas and knowledge. A great example of 
this is our Knitting Group; once a week a regular group of up to 40 seniors 
gather in the library to create beautiful handmade blankets that are donated 
to individuals, families and charitable organizations. Everyone is welcome 
to participate, from beginners to experts. The Library not only provides a 
welcoming space but also an opportunity for these women to connect with 
each other and their community.  

Other staff changes included the retirement announcement of long-time 
employees Maureen and Stu Young. The Library hosted a celebration of 
their service to the library (18 years), giving the opportunity for community 
members to express their appreciation and admiration for their dedication to 
the library.  

Thank you to Maureen, Stu, and all the library volunteers, board members, 
and staff  over the past 100 years, for helping make the Gibsons & District 
Public Library what it is today. 

Tracey Therrien 

Library Director.  

 

Centenary Kick-off Celebration 
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Financial Highlights 

REVENUE 2014 REVENUE 2013    

Grants from Province Grants from Province     $56,805 $57,322  

SCRD SCRD $527,064 $518,212  

Other Grants Other Grants $25,040 $5,131  

Charges & Donations Charges & Donations $12,876 $12,663  

Other Income Other Income $10,489 $7,074  

TOTAL TOTAL $632,274 $601,870  

     

EXPENSES 2014  EXPENSES 2013   

Salaries & Benefits $435,648 Salaries & Benefits $430,973  

Collections  $79,246 Collections $73,487  

Library Management $26,913 Library Management $28,872  

Building Operations $49,090 Building Operations $38,899  

Programs $30,102 Programs $21,295  

Amortization $6,019 Amortization $7,773  

Total $627,018 Total $601,299  
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Library  Members 6,503 

Total circulation of all materials: 176,200 

Circulation per open hour 74 items 

Ebook & Audiobook downloads 12,182 

In-person visits 84,717 

In-person visits per open hour 37 visits 

Public Internet sessions: 6,622 

Public Internet usage per open hour 3 sessions 

Library website visits 30,001 

Total Library & Outreach programs 318 

Program attendance 4,799 

Most loaned book:  Invention of  Wings by Sue 
Monk Kidd 

Most loaned DVD Downton Abbey Season 4 

CBC Radio at the Library 

Library Song composers 

Centenary Kick-off Celebration 

Enjoying the celebrations 
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Library Staff 2014 

Tracey Therrien: Library Director Colleen Gould: Library Clerk 

Heather Evans Cullen: Outreach  Coordinator Stu Young: Librarian 

Lynda Carlson: Office Administrator  Jocelyn Stewart: Librarian 

Maureen Young: Circulation Manager Ian Kellough-Pollack: Youth Intern 

Danielle Arsenault: Young Person’s  Librarian Kathleen Sheehy: Summer student. 

Tammie Leslie : Library Clerk Denise  Holliday: On–call Librarian 

Laura Houle: Library Clerk Carole Doerksen:  On-call Clerk 

Susanne Larose Cloherty : Library Clerk Lorraine McMillan: On-call Clerk 

 Elaine Sheepish: On–call Clerk 

Board of Trustees 2014 

Manjit Kang, Chair 

Sheila Carlson,   Maria Giltrow, Janet Genders,  Rob Martin 

Matt Thomson,  Kim Wilkinson, Marci Beacham Fuller & Larry Smith 

Lorne Lewis, SCRD Representative 

Wayne Rowe, Town of Gibsons Representative 

Maureen & Stu Young Halloween: Library staff “Minions” 



T H E  L I B R A R Y  F O U N D A T I O N  &  
V O L U N T E E R S  

The Gibsons & District Public Library Foundation provides extra 

funding to the Library for special projects. This year the foundation 

provided funding to purchase iPads with special cases for our    

members to access the library catalogue. These iPads replace large 

desktop  computers and help free-up valuable space in the library.  

 

 

 

 

Volunteers contribute to the Library in a variety of ways. They 

can be found in the Library shelving books, in the back room          

processing books and in our meeting room teaching skills and     

sharing their knowledge.  We appreciate their dedication and hard 

work and truly value their time and enthusiasm in helping us provide 

the best possible service to our  community members. 

Thank you! 

Bob Twiss, volunteering for over 10 years 
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Gibsons & District Public Library  

470 South Fletcher Road, PO Box 109 Gibsons, BC   V0N 1V0 

Tel: 604-886-2130 /  Email: gdplinfo@gibsons.bclibrary.ca 

Web:  http://gibsons.bc.libraries.coop/ 

Follow us:   

Knitting Group 

Centenary Crossword 

Browsing the books! 


